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142 MASK OF TREACHERY

has led to the popular belief that the society was the only forun. for Sovi^
recruiting at Cambridge. This myth has been encouraged by the traditional
apostolic fetish for secrecy. Understandably this has brought embarrass
ment for asuper-elitist fraternity that traditionally restricted new elections
to an average ofone or two ofthe best and brightest ofeach undergraduate
year. Among the society's select membership of over acentury and ahalf
are many eminent intellects. The best known of the Apostles of the
nineteenth century are Poet Laureate Alfred Lord Tennyson, physicist
James Clerk Maxwell, historian Thomas Babington Macaulay, and
philosopher Bertrand Russell. Twentieth-century luminaries include
economist John Maynard Keynes, writer E. M. Forster, poet Rupert
Brooke, philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, Nobel Laureate Sir Alan
Hodgkin, and the contemporary author, theater director, TV personality,
and polymath Jonathan Miller.

Blunt openly declared in 1973 that he was a member ofthe Apostles,
insisting that it was "no longer indecent" to refer to the society in public.
But most of his surviving contemporaries are still too outraged at his
betrayal to discuss him. George Rylands (elected in 1922) has repeatedly
declined invitations to comment, although he could have shed some light
on Blunt's election over academically better qualified embryos. Richard
Bevan Braithwaite, the outstanding mathematician and moral scientist of
his generation at Cambridge (elected in 1921), did agree to discuss his
contemporaries. But the then eighty-four-year-old professor abruptly
terminated the interview when asked about the Apostles, whose affairs,
he reminded me, were strictly confidential. '

Fortunately for history, some of the more junior members of the
society have adopted amore liberal inteipretation ofthe fearsome oath of
apostolic confidentiality. According to a recent paper on the history of the
society, secrecy was considered necessary by the Victorian Apostles who
played a leading role in opposing the doctrinaire authority of the Church
of England. Members adopted a quasi-religious ritual, referring to
themselves as "brethren" and outsiders as "phenomena." Graduate
Apostles who had "taken wings" and become "angels" were released
from the obligation to attend every meeting. Ritual secrecy continued
even when the aggressive logical humanism ofthe 1890s replaced libers]
Christianity.^^

The philosophers James MacTaggart, George Edward Moore, and
Bertrand Russell ensured that the Apostles became the intellectual
nursery for the Bloomsbury generation. "It was to be a principle in
discussion that there were to be no taboos, no limitations, nothing
considered shocking, no barriers to absolute freedom of speculation, *
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